PURPOSE
=======

Plastic Surgery In-training Exam (PSITE) and American Board of Surgery In-training Exam (ABSITE) scores correlate with written board passage rates and are thus one proxy for production of competent surgeons. We hypothesize standardized test-taking to be a skill and previous success should predict future success. This study examines the relationship between performance on US Medical Licensing Exam (USMLE), ABSITE, and PSITE. Secondarily, we looked for a link between annual case volume and exam success.

METHODS
=======

Spearman correlations and linear regression were used to compare deidentified plastic surgery (n = 53) and general surgery resident data (n = 60) from 1994 to 2011 at our institution. Using all available data, we analyzed USMLE step 1 and 2 scores and ABSITE and PSITE scores for PGY-1 and final year of training as well as annual case volume.

RESULTS
=======

USMLE step 1 and 2 scores are positively correlated with success on both ABSITE and PSITE.CONCLUSIONS: ABSITE and PSITE scores are closely linked with previous test-taking success, that is, USMLE step 1 and step 2. This is true for test-taking success early in residency (PGY-1) and at graduation (final). Surgical case volume did not correlate with exam success. More study is needed to determine how ABSITE and PSITE performance can be improved and to confirm that ABSITE and PSITE scores correlate with board passage rates.
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